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This	 research	 analyzed	 publications	 of	 the	 journal	Turismo em Análise	 in	 the	 period	
between	 2004	 and	 2015.	 The	 authors’	 academic	 training	 was	 scrutinized,	 as	 well	
as	 university	 subjects,	 fields,	 or	 study	 approaches	 embraced	 by	 Tourism	 studies,	
including	how	relevant	they	were	in	the	development	of	research	and	its	episteme.	Such	
analysis	consisted	of	mapping	of	methodologies,	a	bibliographic	study	on	methodology	
and	on	Tourism	methodology,	documentary	 research	on	 the	 journal’s	website	and	 in	
printed	 copies	 provided	 by	 the	 School	 of	 Arts	 and	 Communication	 (ECA	 –	Escola de 
Comunicação e Artes)	from	the	University	of	São	Paulo	(USP	–	Universidade de São Paulo).	
Articles	were	mapped	 to	 identify	 their:	 field	 of	 human	 activity;	 usage	 of	 the	 results;	
data	 nature	 and	 source;	 levels	 of	 generalization	 of	 results;	 observation	 techniques	






Keywords:	 Methodology;	 Tourism	 research;	 Tourism	 under	 analysis;	 Turismo em 
Análise.
Resumo
Análise dos artigos publicados na revista Turismo em Análise entre os anos 
de 2004 e 2015






e	 em	 revistas	 impressas,	 coletadas	na	Escola	de	Comunicação	 e	Artes	da	Universidade	
de	São	Paulo	(ECA-USP).	Foi	feito	um	mapeamento	dos	artigos	identificando-se	o	campo	
de	atividade	humana;	a	utilização	dos	resultados;	a	natureza	e	procedência	dos	dados;	
o	grau	de	generalização	dos	 resultados	e	as	 técnicas	e	os	 instrumentos	de	observação. 
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Análisis de los artículos de la revista Turismo em Análise publicados entre los 




de	 la	 forma	en	que	han	sido	constructivas	para	el	desarrollo	de	 la	 investigación	y	 su	




























used,	 study	 topics,	 university	 subjects	 involved,	 approaches	 and	 focuses,	 and	
the	academic	 training	of	 researchers.	Regarding	 the	 latter,	when	 there	was	no	
indication	in	the	article,	a	search	was	conducted	in	the	curriculum	lattes.	In	the	
topics	of	theoretical	discussion	of	the	articles,	a	more	dynamic	reading	was	made	
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and	 maturated	 regarding	 theories,	 concepts,	 definitions,	 and	 methodologies.	
Similarly,	consultations	are	increasingly	done	to	classical	works	and	authors	of	
Tourism,	renowned	and	recognized	by	national	and	international	scholars.	Over	











Turismo em Análise were	analyzed,	consisting	of	12	(twelve)	years	of	publication	




Initially,	 the	 academic	 training	 of	 the	 researchers	 was	 identified	 (degrees,	
masters’	 degrees,	 PhDs,	 and	 post-doctorates).	 Afterward,	 the	 study	 themes	
were	analyzed,	noting	if	the	research	was	part	of	Tourism	segments	and	which	
those	were.	Following,	the	university	subjects	involved	in	the	research	and	study	
approaches	were	 examined,	which	 involved	 the	 research	 focus	 and	what	was	
being	discussed.	Finally,	 the	methodologies	used	 in	 the	articles	were	mapped,	
indicating	 their	mono-,	 inter-	 or	multidisciplinary	 character;	 if	 it	was	 a	 pure/
basic	research	of	an	applied	and	fundamental	one;	the	nature	of	data	(objective	
or	subjective)	and	their	source	(primary:	case	studies,	or	secondary:	economic	
analyses,	 reviews);	 the	 degree	 of	 result	 generalization	 (census,	 intentional,	
random	or	convenience	sampling);	techniques	and	observation	tools	(direct,	non-
participant,	 participant,	 indirect,	 bibliographical	 consultation,	 questionnaires,	
interviews,	 anamnesis,	 biography,	 data	 consultation);	 interpretation	 level	
(identifying,	descriptive,	quantitative,	explanatory,	and	exploratory).	Moreover,	
the	 methodologies	 constructed/developed	 for	 a	 specific	 research	 or	 already	
existing	 ones,	 but	 used	 by	 other	 study	 areas/sciences,	 or	 even	 those	 already	
much	used	in	Tourism.	From	this	data	mapping,	 the	tendency	was	drawn,	and	
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the	 main	 results	 were	 presented	 in	 numbers	 and	 discussions.	 Mapping	 was	
oriented	by	the	book	“Tourism	and	Scientific	Research	–	International	Thinking	X	
Brazilian	situations”,	of	Rejowski	(2010),	with	some	changes.	Below	is	the	script	
for	articles’	analyses:• Field	 of	 Human	 Activity:	 Mono-disciplinary,	 Interdisciplinary,	 and	







Importance of the scientific methodology
Through	 questioning,	 we	 can	 verify	 hypotheses	 and	 ideas,	 and/or	 raise	 new	
questions,	find	important	information	etc.	Science	can	thus	give	credibility	to	solutions	
of	political	and	economic	problems;	encourage	development;	and	even	transform	






places	 they	 are	not	 appreciated	nor	 recognized.	 Such	depreciation	 is	particularly	
strong	within	the	academia,	i.e.	in	the	process	of	developing	Tourism	as	a	science,	
due	to	the	number	of	researchers	from	diverse	areas	writing	about	Tourism.	Being	
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this	an	area	of	 inter-	and	multidisciplinary	 research,	 it	must	be	 studied	 from	 the	
inside	out	to	know	its	structure,	its	concepts,	and	its	history.
With	 the	 increasing	 literature,	 technical	 and	 academic	 training	 have	 been	
growing	and,	economically,	profitable	numeric	data	have	been	arising	for	many	





the	 discovery	 of	 the	 scientific	 method	 in	 the	 17th	 century	 increased	 the	 man’s	





























Finally,	 it	 should	 “provided	 elements	 for	 the	 verification	 and	 contestation	 of	
the	hypotheses	presented	and,	therefore,	have	a	public	continuity”	(Eco,	1976,	
p.	23).	This	point	is	of	paramount	importance	for	research	credibility,	as	it	helps	
other	 researchers	 to	 continue	 and/or	 expand	 the	 research.	 However,	 details	
about	 the	 way	 a	 given	 result	 was	 achieved	 are	 needed	 to	 do	 so.	 Eco	 (1976)	
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This	 can	 also	 be	 considered	 a	 way	 to	 encourage	 research,	 therefore,	 we	
reaffirm	that	research	is	always	continuous	and	there	is	always	something	new	
being	discovered	or	that	raises	questions	 in	the	researcher,	 the	great	 frenzy in 
advancing	the	research	process	and	searching	for	knowledge.	Given	that




However,	 discoveries	 through	 scientific	 research	 incite	 the	 researchers,	
in	most	 cases,	 to	 obtain	more	knowledge	on	 the	 area	 studied	 and	 incentive	 a	
creative	 activity,	 which	 in	 the	 case	 of	 Tourism	 is	 being	 massively	 achieved	
through	 the	 number	 of	 research	methodologies	 being	 developed,	 all	 of	 them	
very	 firmly	 based	 in	 theoretical	 models.	 Yet,	 it	 is	 noteworthy	 that	 the	 extent	
of	 the	methodologies	 found	 is	due	 to	 research	being	performed	by	 inter-	 and	
multidisciplinary	researchers,	which	 is	positive	since	 thus	much	knowledge	 is	
involved	in	only	one	study	area.	According	to	Koche	(2009),	“there	is	not	a	single	
conception	of	science.	We	can	split	 it	 into	historical	periods,	each	one	of	them	
with	 different	 models	 and	 theoretical	 paradigms	 concerning	 conceptions	 of	
world,	science,	and	method”.	However,	 the	contemporary	science	has	emerged	




Topics	 selected	 for	 mapping	 the	 texts	 were:	 university	 subjects	 involved	
in	 the	 articles,	 researchers’	 academic	 training,	 methodological	 framework,	
the	field	of	human	activity,	usage	of	the	results,	data	nature	and	source,	results’	
generalization	 level,	 observation	 techniques	 and	 instruments,	 interpretation	
level,	and	specific	methodologies.
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Defining	 the	 university	 subjects	 involved	 in	 the	 publications	 was	 difficult	
since	 Tourism	 is	 formed	 from	 inter-	 and	 multidisciplinary	 knowledge.	 In	 its	
production,	 sciences	 are	 constantly	 intertwined,	 making	 up	 a	 set	 of	 areas.	
The	 tourismologist,	 when	 developing	 a	 research,	 simultaneously	 discusses	
sociological,	environmental,	economic,	cultural,	technical,	and	market	concepts.	
On	 the	 other	 hand,	 researchers,	 especially	 those	 from	 exact	 sciences,	 ignore,	
for	example,	the	beneficial	or	malevolent	sociological	effects	of	tourist	activity.	
Researchers	 from	 Humanities	 (non-tourismologists	 or	 with	 no	 training	 in	
Tourism)	ignore	the	effects	of	tourist	activities	developed	in	the	long	term	of	that	
minimally	 transform	economic	 conditions	 and	 the	 quality	 of	 life	 of	 the	 native	
population.	Researchers	with	backgrounds	in	environmental/biological	sciences	
also	 follow	the	critical	approach	of	 the	Humanities,	which,	 in	 this	case,	do	not	




that	 only	 those	 who	 have	 a	 minimally	 in-depth	 study	 and	 a	 neutral	 opinion	
regarding	tourist	activity	can	perform	an	interdisciplinary	analysis	of	Tourism.
According	 to	Nechar	 (2011),	 tourist	 studies	have	 taken	 two	directions:	 the	
Administrative,	 of	 Economic-Business	 character;	 and	 the	 Sociological,	 more	
theoretical	 and	 academicist,	 classification	 proposed	 by	 Hunzinker	 and	 Krapf.	




la	 sustentabilidad	 en	 las	 vertientes	 económica,	 social	 y	 precisamente	 ambiental.	





This	 epistemological	 research	 demonstrates	 a	 concern	 with	 the	 lack	 of	
consolidation	of	Tourism	knowledge	areas.	Once	again,	it	is	possible	to	grasp	the	




researchers	 use	 specific	methodologies	 of	 their	 training	 area	when	 analyzing	
Tourism	elements/equipment,	disregarding	studies	developed	within	Tourism	
or	 even	 comparative	 analyses,	 which	 leads	 them	 to	 analyze,	 for	 example,	 a	





of	 Scientific	 Journals	 on	 Tourism	 and	 Hospitality	 in	 Brazil”,	 presents	 and	
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the	 journal	grew	and	consolidated	 itself.	The	 initial	print	of	300	copies	grew	
to	 500,	 later	 to	 700,	 and	 today	 it	 prints	 a	 total	 of	 1000	 copies.	 In	 2003,	 the	
ECA	signed	an	agreement	with	 the	Editora	Aleph	 (Publisher) stating	 that	 the	






Indeed,	 this	 research	 corroborates	 such	 statement	 since,	 besides	 the	
aforementioned	increase	to	three	annual	magazines	as	from	2008,	it	is	possible	
to	observe	an	increase	in	the	number	of	pages	and	articles,	in	the	quality	and	
complexity	 of	 the	 research,	 and	 in	 the	 amount	 of	 tourismologists,	 masters,	
PhDs,	and	post-doctors	in	Tourism	who	are	publishing,	data	presented	in	the	
Graph	1	below.













Análise	 were	 often	 repeated,	 i.e.,	 it	 seemed	 there	 were	 no	 new	 researchers	
studying	Tourism;	however,	in	a	more	detailed	analysis,	this	proved	to	be	untrue.	
The	recurrence	of	researchers	publishing	in	it	means	that	there	is	continuity,	
seriousness,	 and	 progress	 in	 the	 Tourism	 research	 since	most	 of	 those	who	
publish	only	once	are	not	from	the	field	of	Tourism.	Valuation	and	recognition	
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of	Tourism	researchers,	who	often	publish	 in	the	Turismo em Análise,	 should	
be	pointed	out	and	acknowledge	as	positive	 for	the	advancement	of	 the	area	





On	 the	other	hand,	 the	 expertise	of	 those	who	published	 them	can	be	much	
taken	to	our	advantage.	They	should	be	observed	and	used	as	starting	points	




The	 high	 scientific	 productivity	 in	 Tourism	 was	 observed	 in	 a	 research	
conducted	on	the	books	of	Panosso	Netto	and	Calciolari,	published	 in	2010	at	
Turismo em Análise,	which	indicates	that
Tourism	 publications	 greatly	 increased	 in	 Brazil	 during	 the	 1990s	 and,	 more	





















Economics	 (18);	 Geography	 (16),	 being	 1	 of	 them	 in	 Geography	 and	 Tourism;	
Economics	(19),	whereas	1	was	PhD	in	Tourism	and	Environment	Economy;	and	
the	 other	 in	 Tourism	 areas,	 including:	 Tourism,	 Sustainable	 Development,	 and	
Territorial	 Order	 (3);	 Tourism	 Management	 (1);	 Tourism	 and	 Recreation	 (1);	
Tourism	(3);	Tourism	and	Sustainable	Development	(1);	Tourism	and	Hospitality	(1); 
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Sustainable	 Tourism	 (1),	 among	 others	 (96).	 Finally,	 post-doctoral	 researchers	
who	have	published	in	the	past	12	years	amount	to	43,	from	different	programs,	
and	 2	 post-doctorate	 students.	 Postdoctoral	 researchers	 were	 from	 Business	
Administration	 (5),	 Economics	 (5),	 and	Tourism	 (5).	However,	 besides	Tourism	
postdoctoral	researchers,	there	are	10	others	that	also	are	from	the	field,	but	with	
other	titles,	which	are:	Tourism	Management	(4);	Program	of	Scientific	Business	
Perspectives	 in	 Tourism	 (1);	 Marketing,	 Quality,	 Sustainability,	 Planning,	 and	
Management	of	Tourist	Destinations	and	Hotels	(1);	Management	of	Tourism	Sector	





Collaborations	 and	 exchange	 of	 experiences	 are	 common	 among	 Tourism	








From	 this	 concept	 of	 the	 scientific	 method	 proposed	 by	 Dencker,	 one	 can	
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This	 statement	 was	 corroborated	 in	 this	 research	 and	 can	 be	 illustrated	 by	
examining	 tables	and	graphs,	which	show	the	significant	growth	 in	 the	number	
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It	 is	 possible	 to	 note	 a	 trend	 of	 research	 in	 Tourism,	 Geography,	 Economy,	












According	 to	 Panosso	 and	 Calciolari,	 “in	 a	 possible	 comparison	 of	 the	 tourist	
field	 with	 other	 areas	 and	 sciences	 such	 as	 geography,	 history,	 anthropology,	
or	sociology,	the	lack	of	publication	on	this	topic	in	Brazil	 is	clear”	(Panosso	&	
Calciolari,	2010,	p.	683).	Apparently,	a	race	for	the	methodological	determination	
of	 the	 area	 is	 in	 course,	 to	 ensure	 it	 proceeds	 as	more	 consolidated	 sciences,	
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to	more	 consolidated	 areas.	Accordingly,	 such	 studies	may	 reflect	 the	 “state-
of-the-art”	of	a	field	or	study	area,	such	as	the	current	status	of	the	scientific	
knowledge	on	Tourism	in	Brazil.	(Rejowski,	2010,	p.	225)
Research	 quality	 is	 of	 paramount	 importance	 for	 the	 positive	 scientific	
production	 because	 a	 high	 scientific	 productivity	 means	 nothing	 if	 it	 is	 not	
effective	 or	 does	not	 have	 a	 transforming	 effect	 in	 the	 tourist	 activity.	 If	 the	
science	 is	not	 consolidated,	neither	will	be	 the	 tourist	 activity,	nor	 it	will	be	











are	being	offered,	especially	in	public	education	institutions,	at	the	same	time	that strictu senso	 graduate	 courses	 are	 getting	 stronger,	 factors	 which	 may	
lead	to	a	resumption	of	publications	in	the	area,	although	a	timid	one.	The	fact	
that	few	publishers	are	interested	in	publishing	tourism	books	at	the	moment	






The	 authors’	 observation	 concerning	 the	 decrease	 of	 Tourism	 books’	
publications	 was	 also	 identified	 in	 this	 research,	 as	 it	 also	 occurred	 in	 the	




number	 of	 articles	 varied	 between	 12	 and	 15	 per	 year	 until	 2007,	 whereas	
from	2009	a	limit	of	30	articles	per	journal	was	stipulated;	hence,	the	numbers	
remained	 constant	until	 2015.	This	 increase	 in	Tourism	publications	over	 the	
past	25	years	 shows	an	 increment	of	50%	 in	publications.	 In	2006	and	2015,	the Turismo em Análise	published	an	extra	journal	(in	each	year)	called	“special	
number”,	which	is	responsible	for	the	growth	in	2006	and	2015	and	the	fall	of	
2007.	Another	data	related	to	it	is	the	emergence	of	research	on	methodologies	
and	 scientific	 productions	 in	Tourism	 from	2010:	 the	 journals	 of	 2010,	 2011,	
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2012,	 and	 2015	 have	 at	 least	 3	 (three)	 articles	 in	 each	 one	 that	 address	 the	
scientific	methodology	in	Tourism.
Also,	 economic	 growth	 and	development	 are	 observed	 in	many	 cities	 from	
the	tourist	activity,	which	occurs	due	to	investments	from	the	public	and	private	
powers,	 data	 that	 can	 be	 checked	 in	 the	 website	 of	 the	Ministry	 of	 Tourism.	
Many	cities	have	 sought	 to	become	 tourist	destinations,	 invest	 in	 this	 activity,	









(2006);	 and	 Albacete-Sáez,	 Fuentes-Fuentes,	 and	 Lloréns-Montes	 (2007).	 
(Chagas	&	Marques,	2010,	p.	496)
This	 statement	 reinforces	 the	 discussion,	 in	 the	 international	 panorama,	




We	 found	 99	 different	 topics	 and	 study	 methods,	 amounting	 to	 1312	











explained	 in	 several	 sections	 such	 as	 introduction,	 discussions,	 and	 results’	
analysis,	 or	 even	 only	 mentioned	 in	 the	 abstract.	 These	 cases	 were	 in	 their	
entirety	noted	in	articles	whose	authors	did	not	have	any	training	 in	Tourism.	
When	reading	an	article,	 it	becomes	clear	 the	care	 that	authors	 from	the	 field	
of	 Tourism	 have	 in	 presenting	 the	methodology	 and	 exposing	 and	 discussing	
complexities	 of	 the	 tourist	 activity.	 Therefore,	 over	 the	 readings,	 even	 before	
knowing	the	training	of	the	authors	one	could	know	if	they	were	or	not	from	the	
field	of	Tourism,	considering	that	the	area	spent	many	decades	discussing,	both	
nationally	 and	 internationally,	 its	 concepts,	 terms,	 and	 definitions.	 Academic	
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tourist	 segments	 researched,	 overcoming	 expectations	 of	 Tourist	 researchers	
and	giving	credibility	to	the	field.	These	should	be	references	since	Tourism	is	







than	 subjective	 ones,	 this	 difference	 is	 not	 regarded	 as	 enough	 to	 generate	
discussions	since	some	articles	were	difficult	to	determine	in	which	specter	of	
data	they	fell	–	some	were	even	considered	both	objective	and	subjective.




20	 percentage	 points	 between	 them.	 Both	 define	 different	 research	 features,	
however,	they	are	widely	used.	Such	number	is	quite	significant	because	more	









designed	 for	 a	 given	 study	 and	 others	 already	 existing	 and	 experienced	 by	
Tourism,	 some	 from	 other	 more	 consolidated	 areas,	 and	 even	 some	 that	 are	
unknown	 in	 Brazil	 but	 are	 already	 used	 by	 foreign	 Tourism	 researchers.	 The	
most	 used	methodologies	 were	 Pure/Basic	 research;	 Objective	 data;	 Primary	
data	source	(case	study);	and	Intentional	sampling	for	results’	generalizations.	





inter-	 and	 multidisciplinarity,	 a	 high	 scientific	 production	 of	 articles,	 and	 a	
significant	increase	in	the	period	covered	by	this	research.	However,	it	could	be	
noted	 a	 trend	 of	 certain	 research	methods	 such	 as	 documental,	 participatory,	
bibliographic,	 descriptive,	 exploratory,	 and	 observational	 studies,	 which	 are	
present	 in	most	 of	 the	 research.	 Also	 noteworthy	 is	 the	 increased	 behavioral	
research,	 in	Survey	method,	 for	both	market	and	 investment	cases	as	 for	 local	
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Much	 is	 discussed	 on	 the	 inter-	 and	multidisciplinarity	 of	 Tourism,	 and	 it	




environmental,	 cultural,	 political,	 and	 urbanistic	 aspects.	 Similarly	 as	 when	
studying	 Sociology,	 in	 which	 one	 must	 also	 dwell	 on	 concepts	 of	 economy,	
sometimes	 environment,	 history	 etc.,	 everything	 seems	 to	 lead	 Tourism	 to	
understand	 and	 apprehend	 the	 concepts	 from	 other	 sciences	 as	 if	 they	were	
part	of	one	only	area	–	the	Tourism	itself.	Difficulties	also	arose	when	defining	
the	university	 subjects	 involved	 in	 research,	 as	 some	articles	apparently	dealt	
with	Administration	 concepts	 that,	 however,	 at	 some	point	 intermingled	with	
Economics,	 which	 was	 defined	 as	 an	 interdisciplinary	 research.	 Indeed,	 we	
advocate	 Tourism	 as	 a	 university	 subject	 since	 concepts	 of	 several	 areas	 are	
needed	 for	addressing	 tourist	studies,	and	such	 intertwining	of	subjects	make	
them	unique	to	the	Tourism	field.	Therefore,	the	concepts	are	adapted	to	Tourism,	
thus	becoming	specific	to	the	field	and	generating	the	difficulty	in	defining	the	
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Tabela 1 – Continuation
(continues...)
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Tabela 1 – Continuation
(continues...)
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Tabela 1 – Continuation
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from	 various	 places	 around	 the	world.	 Also,	 the	 need	 for	 performing	 further	
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